
Daniel 2:24-2:49 
 [24] Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 

Babylon. He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; bring me in before the 

king, and I will show the king the interpretation.” 

[25] Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in haste and said thus to him: “I have found among 

the exiles from Judah a man who will make known to the king the interpretation.” [26] The king declared 

to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I have 

seen and its interpretation?” [27] Daniel answered the king and said, “No wise men, enchanters, 

magicians, or astrologers can show to the king the mystery that the king has asked, [28] but there is a 

God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in 

the latter days. Your dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these: [29] To you, O king, 

as you lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and he who reveals mysteries made known 

to you what is to be. [30] But as for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because of any 

wisdom that I have more than all the living, but in order that the interpretation may be made known to 

the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your mind. 

Daniel Interprets the Dream 

[31] “You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood 

before you, and its appearance was frightening. [32] The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest 



and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, [33] its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 

clay. [34] As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it struck the image on its feet of 

iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. [35] Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, 

all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the 

wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image 

became a great mountain and filled the whole earth. 

[36] “This was the dream. Now we will tell the king its interpretation. [37] You, O king, the king of kings, 

to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory, [38] and 

into whose hand he has given, wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the 

birds of the heavens, making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. [39] Another kingdom 

inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the earth. 

[40] And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all 

things. And like iron that crushes, it shall break and crush all these. [41] And as you saw the feet and 

toes, partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of the firmness of 

iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay. [42] And as the toes of the feet were 

partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly brittle. [43] As you saw the 

iron mixed with soft clay, so they will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, 

just as iron does not mix with clay. [44] And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a 

kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in 



pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, [45] just as you saw that a 

stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the 

clay, the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The 

dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 

Daniel Is Promoted 

[46] Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and paid homage to Daniel, and commanded that an 

offering and incense be offered up to him. [47] The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is 

God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this 

mystery.” [48] Then the king gave Daniel high honors and many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 

whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. [49] Daniel made a 

request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon. But Daniel remained at the king's court. (ESV) 

  



NASB 

24 Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 
Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon! Take me into 
the king’s presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king.” 

25 Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king’s presence and spoke to him as follows: “I have 
found a man among the exiles from Judah who can make the interpretation known to the king!” 26 The 
king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream which 
I have seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “As for the mystery 
about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to 
declare it to the king. 28 However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made 
known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. This was your dream and the 
visions in your mind while on your bed. 29 As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to 
what would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will 
take place. 30 But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me 
more than in any other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, 
and that you may understand the thoughts of your mind. 

The King’s Dream 

31 “You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was large 
and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. 32 The 
head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of 
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 You continued looking until a stone 
was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 35 
Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time and 
became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace 
of them was found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole 
earth. 

The Interpretation—Babylon the First Kingdom 

36 “This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 You, O king, are the king 
of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the glory; 38 
and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has given 
them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold. 

Medo-Persia and Greece 

39 After you there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, 
which will rule over all the earth. 

 



Rome 

40 Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and shatters all 
things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the 
feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will have in it 
the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. 42 As the toes of the feet 
were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be 
brittle. 43 And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another in 
the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. 

The Divine Kingdom 

44 In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and 
that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it 
will itself endure forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without 
hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made 
known to the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is 
trustworthy.” 

Daniel Promoted 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to present to 
him an offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely your God is a God of 
gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 
48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over the whole 
province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made request of 
the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the province 
of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king’s court. 

  



NIV 

Daniel Interprets the Dream 

24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and 
said to him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his 
dream for him.” 

25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah 
who can tell the king what his dream means.” 

26 The king asked Daniel (also called Belteshazzar), “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and 
interpret it?” 

27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he 
has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through 
your mind as you were lying in bed are these: 

29 “As Your Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries 
showed you what is going to happen. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I 
have greater wisdom than anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may know the interpretation and 
that you may understand what went through your mind. 

31 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, 
awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, 
its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34 While 
you were watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron 
and clay and smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were all 
broken to pieces and became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away 
without leaving a trace. But the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the 
whole earth. 

36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 37 Your Majesty, you are the king of 
kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; 38 in your hands he 
has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever they live, he has 
made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold. 

39 “After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will 
rule over the whole earth. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and 
smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 41 Just 
as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided 
kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. 42 As 
the toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 And 



just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain 
united, any more than iron mixes with clay. 

44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor 
will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will 
itself endure forever. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by 
human hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. 

“The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its 
interpretation is trustworthy.” 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an 
offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of 
gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.” 

48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler 
over the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49 Moreover, at 
Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province 
of Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 

  



NKJV 

Daniel Explains the Dream 

24 Therefore Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of Babylon. 
He went and said thus to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon; take me before the king, and I 
will tell the king the interpretation.” 

25 Then Arioch quickly brought Daniel before the king, and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the 
captives of Judah, who will make known to the king the interpretation.” 

26 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known 
to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpretation?” 

27 Daniel answered in the presence of the king, and said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the 
wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the soothsayers cannot declare to the king. 28 But there is 
a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in 
the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these: 29 As for you, O 
king, thoughts came to your mind while on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He 
who reveals secrets has made known to you what will be. 30 But as for me, this secret has not been 
revealed to me because I have more wisdom than anyone living, but for our sakes who make known the 
interpretation to the king, and that you may know the thoughts of your heart. 

31 “You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great image! This great image, whose splendor was 
excellent, stood before you; and its form was awesome. 32 This image’s head was of fine gold, its chest 
and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of 
clay. 34 You watched while a stone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet of iron 
and clay, and broke them in pieces. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were 
crushed together, and became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them away 
so that no trace of them was found. And the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and 
filled the whole earth. 

36 “This is the dream. Now we will tell the interpretation of it before the king. 37 You, O king, are a king 
of kings. For the God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; 38 and wherever 
the children of men dwell, or the beasts of the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given them into 
your hand, and has made you ruler over them all—you are this head of gold. 39 But after you shall arise 
another kingdom inferior to yours; then another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule over all the 
earth. 40 And the fourth kingdom shall be as strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and 
shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 
41 Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be 
divided; yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. 42 
And as the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly fragile. 43 As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; 
but they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 44 And in the days of these 



kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall 
not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
forever. 45 Inasmuch as you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands, and that it 
broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold—the great God has made known 
to the king what will come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation is sure.” 

Daniel and His Friends Promoted 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face, prostrate before Daniel, and commanded that they should 
present an offering and incense to him. 47 The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is the 
God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal this secret.” 48 Then the 
king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts; and he made him ruler over the whole province of 
Babylon, and chief administrator over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 Also Daniel petitioned the king, 
and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon; but Daniel 
sat in the gate of the king. 

  



NLT 

Daniel Interprets the Dream 

24 Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the wise men of Babylon. 
Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the king, and I will tell him the meaning of his 
dream.” 

25 Arioch quickly took Daniel to the king and said, “I have found one of the captives from Judah who will 
tell the king the meaning of his dream!” 

26 The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar), “Is this true? Can you tell me what my dream 
was and what it means?” 

27 Daniel replied, “There are no wise men, enchanters, magicians, or fortune-tellers who can reveal the 
king’s secret. 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you your dream and the visions you saw 
as you lay on your bed. 

29 “While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming events. He who reveals secrets has 
shown you what is going to happen. 30 And it is not because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the 
secret of your dream, but because God wants you to understand what was in your heart. 

31 “In your vision, Your Majesty, you saw standing before you a huge, shining statue of a man. It was a 
frightening sight. 32 The head of the statue was made of fine gold. Its chest and arms were silver, its 
belly and thighs were bronze, 33 its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination of iron and baked 
clay. 34 As you watched, a rock was cut from a mountain, but not by human hands. It struck the feet of 
iron and clay, smashing them to bits. 35 The whole statue was crushed into small pieces of iron, clay, 
bronze, silver, and gold. Then the wind blew them away without a trace, like chaff on a threshing floor. 
But the rock that knocked the statue down became a great mountain that covered the whole earth. 

36 “That was the dream. Now we will tell the king what it means. 37 Your Majesty, you are the greatest 
of kings. The God of heaven has given you sovereignty, power, strength, and honor. 38 He has made you 
the ruler over all the inhabited world and has put even the wild animals and birds under your control. 
You are the head of gold. 

39 “But after your kingdom comes to an end, another kingdom, inferior to yours, will rise to take your 
place. After that kingdom has fallen, yet a third kingdom, represented by bronze, will rise to rule the 
world. 40 Following that kingdom, there will be a fourth one, as strong as iron. That kingdom will smash 
and crush all previous empires, just as iron smashes and crushes everything it strikes. 41 The feet and 
toes you saw were a combination of iron and baked clay, showing that this kingdom will be divided. Like 
iron mixed with clay, it will have some of the strength of iron. 42 But while some parts of it will be as 
strong as iron, other parts will be as weak as clay. 43 This mixture of iron and clay also shows that these 
kingdoms will try to strengthen themselves by forming alliances with each other through intermarriage. 
But they will not hold together, just as iron and clay do not mix. 



44 “During the reigns of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed or conquered. It will crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever. 45 
That is the meaning of the rock cut from the mountain, though not by human hands, that crushed to 
pieces the statue of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God was showing the king what will 
happen in the future. The dream is true, and its meaning is certain.” 

Nebuchadnezzar Rewards Daniel 

46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before Daniel and worshiped him, and he 
commanded his people to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before him. 47 The king said to Daniel, 
“Truly, your God is the greatest of gods, the Lord over kings, a revealer of mysteries, for you have been 
able to reveal this secret.” 

48 Then the king appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. He made Daniel 
ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as chief over all his wise men. 49 At Daniel’s request, 
the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be in charge of all the affairs of the province of 
Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s court. 

  



NET 

 [24] Then Daniel went in to see{38}  Arioch (whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of 
Babylon). He came{39}  and said to him, “Don’t destroy the wise men of Babylon! Escort me{40}  to the 
king, and I will disclose the interpretation to him!”{41}   

    [25] So Arioch quickly ushered Daniel into the king’s presence, saying to him, “I{42}  have found a man 
from the captives of Judah who can make known the interpretation to the king.” [26] The king then 
asked Daniel (whose name was also Belteshazzar), “Are you able to make known to me the dream that I 
saw, as well as its interpretation?” [27] Daniel replied to the king, “The mystery that the king is asking 
about is such that no wise men, astrologers, magicians, or diviners can possibly disclose it to the king. 
[28] However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries,{43}  and he has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in the times to come.{44}  The dream and the visions you had while 
lying on your bed{45}  are as follows.  

    [29] “As for you, O king, while you were in your bed your thoughts turned to future things.{46}  The 
revealer of mysteries has made known to you what will take place. [30] As for me, this mystery was 
revealed to me not because I possess more wisdom{47}  than any other living person, but so that the 
king may understand{48}  the interpretation and comprehend the thoughts of your mind.{49}   

    [31] “You, O king, were watching as a great statue - one{50}  of impressive size and extraordinary 
brightness - was standing before you. Its appearance caused alarm. [32] As for that statue, its head was 
of fine gold, its chest and arms were of silver, its belly and thighs were of bronze. [33] Its legs were of 
iron; its feet were partly of iron and partly of clay.{51}  [34] You were watching as{52}  a stone was cut 
out,{53}  but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its iron and clay feet, breaking them in pieces. 
[35] Then the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold were broken in pieces without distinction{54}  and 
became like chaff from the summer threshing floors that the wind carries away. Not a trace of them 
could be found. But the stone that struck the statue became a large mountain that filled the entire 
earth. [36] This was the dream. Now we{55}  will set forth before the king its interpretation.  

  

DANIEL INTERPRETS NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM 

  

    [37] “You, O king, are the king of kings. The God of heaven has granted you sovereignty, power, 
strength, and honor. [38] Wherever human beings,{56}  wild animals,{57}  and birds of the sky live - he 
has given them into your power.{58}  He has given you authority over them all. You are the head of gold. 
[39] Now after you another kingdom{59}  will arise, one inferior to yours. Then a third kingdom, one of 
bronze, will rule in all the earth. [40] Then there will be a fourth kingdom, one strong like iron. Just like 
iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything, and as iron breaks in pieces{60}  all of these metals,{61}  
so it will break in pieces and crush the others.{62}  [41] In that you were seeing feet and toes{63}  partly 
of wet clay{64}  and partly of iron, so this will be a divided kingdom. Some of the strength of iron will be 



in it, for you saw iron mixed with wet clay.{65}  [42] In that the toes of the feet were partly of iron and 
partly of clay, the latter stages of this kingdom will be partly strong and partly fragile. [43] And{66}  in 
that you saw iron mixed with wet clay, so people will be mixed{67}  with one another{68}  without 
adhering to one another, just as{69}  iron does not mix with clay. [44] In the days of those kings the God 
of heaven will raise up an everlasting kingdom that will not be destroyed and a kingdom that will not be 
left to another people. It will break in pieces and bring about the demise of all these kingdoms. But it will 
stand forever. [45] You saw that a stone was cut from a mountain, but not by human hands; it smashed 
the iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold into pieces. The great God has made known to the king what will 
occur in the future.{70}  The dream is certain, and its interpretation is reliable.”  

    [46] Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed down with his face to the ground{71}  and paid homage to 
Daniel. He gave orders to offer sacrifice and incense to him. [47] The king replied to Daniel, “Certainly 
your God is a God of gods and Lord of kings and revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this 
mystery!” [48] Then the king elevated Daniel to high position and bestowed on him many marvelous 
gifts. He granted him authority over the entire province of Babylon and made him the main prefect over 
all the wise men of Babylon. [49] And at Daniel’s request, the king{72}  appointed Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego over the administration of the province of Babylon. Daniel himself served in the king’s 
court.{73}  

_______________ 

{38}  2:24 tc The MT has  עַל עַל  (’al ’al, “he entered upon”). Several medieval Hebrew MSS lack the verb, 
although this may be due to haplography.    

{39}  2:24 tc The LXX and Vulgate, along with one medieval Hebrew MS, lack this verb.    

{40}  2:24 tn Aram “cause me to enter.” So also in v. 25.    

{41}  2:24 tn Aram “the king.”    

{42}  2:25 sn Arioch’s claim is self-serving and exaggerated. It is Daniel who came to him, and not the 
other way around. By claiming to have found one capable of solving the king’s dilemma, Arioch probably 
hoped to ingratiate himself to the king.    

{43}  2:28 tn Aram “a revealer of mysteries.” The phrase serves as a quasi-title for God in Daniel.    

{44}  2:28 tn Aram “in the latter days.”    

{45}  2:28 tn Aram “your dream and the visions of your head upon your bed.”    

{46}  2:29 tn Aram “your thoughts upon your bed went up to what will be after this.”    

{47}  2:30 tn Aram “not for any wisdom which is in me more than [in] any living man.”    



{48}  2:30 tn Aram “they might cause the king to know.” The impersonal plural is used here to refer to 
the role of God’s spirit in revealing the dream and its interpretation to the king. As J. A. Montgomery 
says, “it appropriately here veils the mysterious agency” (Daniel [ICC], 164-65).    

{49}  2:30 tn Aram “heart.”    

{50}  2:31 tn Aram “an image.”    

{51}  2:33 sn Clay refers to baked clay, which - though hard - was also fragile. Cf. the reference in v. 41 to 
“wet clay.”    

{52}  2:34 tn Aram “until.”    

{53}  2:34 tc The LXX, Theodotion, and the Vulgate have “from a mountain,” though this is probably a 
harmonization with v. 45.    

{54}  2:35 tn Aram “as one.” For the meaning “without distinction” see the following: F. Rosenthal, 
Grammar, 36, §64, and p. 93; E. Vogt, Lexicon linguae aramaicae, 60.    

{55}  2:36 tn Various suggestions have been made concerning the plural “we.” It is probably the editorial 
plural and could be translated here as “I.”    

{56}  2:38 tn Aram “the sons of man.”    

{57}  2:38 tn Aram “the beasts of the field.”    

{58}  2:38 tn Aram “hand.”    

{59}  2:39 sn The identity of the first kingdom is clearly Babylon. The identification of the following three 
kingdoms is disputed. The common view is that they represent Media, Persia, and Greece. Most 
conservative scholars identify them as Media-Persia, Greece, and Rome.    

{60}  2:40 tc Theodotion and the Vulgate lack the phrase “and as iron breaks in pieces.”    

{61}  2:40 tn The Aramaic text does not have this word, but it has been added in the translation for 
clarity.    

{62}  2:40 tn The words “the others” are supplied from the context.    

{63}  2:41 tc The LXX lacks “and toes.”    

{64}  2:41 tn Aram “potter’s clay.”    

{65}  2:41 tn Aram “clay of clay” (also in v. 43).    

{66}  2:43 tc The present translation reads the conjunction, with most medieval Hebrew MSS, LXX, 
Vulgate, and the Qere. The Kethib lacks the conjunction.    



{67}  2:43 sn The reference to people being mixed is usually understood to refer to intermarriage.    

{68}  2:43 tn Aram “with the seed of men.”    

{69}  2:43 tc The present translation reads �דִּי הֵי  (hekh diy) rather than the MT הֵא־כְדִי (he’-khédi). It is a 
case of wrong word division.    

{70}  2:45 tn Aram “after this.”    

{71}  2:46 tn Aram “fell on his face.”    

{72}  2:49 tn Aram “and Daniel sought from the king and he appointed.”    

{73}  2:49 tn Aram “was at the gate of the king.”  



Questions 
 

1. 2:24-2:30 – Daniel meets with the king and begins to tell him of his dream and its interpretation. 
Before proceeding, Daniel tells the king about the source of the dream and why the king 
received it. What did Daniel say regarding this? Does Daniel take “credit” for any of this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. 2:31-2:33 – The king saw a “great image” in his dream. What is the “shape” and overall 
appearance of this image? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. 2:31-2:33 – The image is described as being in five parts. What are these parts composed of? 
 

 

 

 

4. 2:34-2:35 – Something happens to this “image”. What happens to it and what is put in its place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. 2:36-2:38 – Daniel explains the king’s current position on the earth and how it came about. Who 
put Nebuchadnezzar in charge? What authority was given to him? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. 2:38-45 – What do these various parts of the image correspond to? 
 

Body Part Composition Represents Actions/Role 
Head Fine Gold Kingdom #1: King 

Nebuchadnezzar 
 
 

Has current rule over the earth 

Chest and Arms Silver  
 
 
 

 

Middle and 
Thighs 

Bronze  
 
 
 

 

Legs Iron  
 
 
 

 

Feet Iron and 
(Dry) Clay 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Stone 
Outside/external 
to the Body 

Stone  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
7. 2:46-48: How did King Nebuchadnezzar react to this information from Daniel? What did he say 

about God? What did he give to Daniel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. 2:49: What was the only thing that Daniel asked of the king? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9. Daniel (mostly) does not take any credit for providing the information regarding the dream to 
the king, but gives it all to “the God of heaven”. In what ways can we and do we take credit (i.e. 
take the glory) from God today, when it is rightfully His? 
 

 

  



NOTES 

 

Term Aramaic Description 
Wise men chakkiym “wise”; also corresponds to a Magian - magi of ancient Persia. 
Enchanter (conjurer) ashshaph necromancer; a practice of magic involving communication with the dead 

– either by summoning their spirits as apparitions or raising them bodily – 
for the purpose of divination, imparting the means to foretell future 
events, discover hidden knowledge, to bring someone back from the 
dead, or to use the dead as a weapon. Sometimes referred to as "Death 
Magic", the term may also sometimes be used in a more general sense to 
refer to black magic or witchcraft. 

Magician chartom one who possessed occult knowledge 
Astrologer (diviner) gezar determiner (soothsayer); a person that could determine (foresee) the 

fate of another person; a person supposed to be able to foresee the 
future. 

 

Babylonia ~600 B.C. 
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